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In Italy in 2018 the management of farmed animal manure produced 
approximately 10.100.000 tons of carbon dioxide equivalent



Ruminants reared in Italy in 2018 emitted methane rumen corresponding to about 
12.700.000 tons of carbon dioxide equivalent and about 38.000.000 tons of 

exhaled carbon dioxide



* Overall, all the plants grown to feed animals reared in Italy help to 
remove approximately 73.000.000 t of carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere.

* All the processes and practices involved for the cultivation of the 
same plants involve an emission of about 6.000.000 tons of carbon 
dioxide equivalent

* Net of emissions, plants grown for livestock feed have a positive 
greenhouse gas balance of approximately 67.000.000 tons of carbon 
dioxide subtracted



Net, the subtracted CO2 is about 10% more than the total emissions



In conclusion:

* From the results that emerged, it can be stated that animal husbandry, excluding 
activities from the stable onwards, such as the transport and processing of 
products such as meat and milk, does not contribute to increasing GHG 
emissions into the atmosphere, but decreases them, by approximately 10%.

* Biogenic carbon goes through a cycle while fossil carbon is unidirectional, 
from bottom to top in the air. The carbon dioxide produced by fossil fuels is a 
reserve gas, which means that it accumulates in the atmosphere and is not part of 
a cycle.

* This type of balance should therefore be considered in all methods of 
calculating the carbon footprint for products of animal origin. In this way, the 
environmental impacts of products of animal origin would be more correct.
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